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The Intellectual Foundations and Organizational Structure of the Educational
System in the First Saudi State in light of the Political, Economic and Social
Conditions

Abstract

The current research aimed to to identify the most important intellectual
foundations and organizational structure of the educational system during the First
Saudi State, which was established between 1157 and 1233 AH (1744 and 1818
AD), in light of the political, economic, and social conditions. To achieve this, the
researcher used the descriptive and analytical approach based on description and
analysis. The research reached a set of conclusions describing the intellectual
foundations and organizational structure of the educational system during the First
Saudi State, the most important of which are:

* Educational life in the society of the First Saudi State was influenced by the
prevailing political, economic, and social conditions, which imposed a specific
style of education on the educational reality, dominated by a religious character.

* The educational policy was characterized by a focus on teaching Salafi doctrine
and Hanbali jurisprudence, with the goal of unifying society religiously and
politically. « The educational system contributed to reducing tribal disputes and
promoting social solidarity through teaching Islamic values.

* The thinkers of the First Saudi State played a prominent role in establishing a
reformist educational approach that focused on reformist advocacy and teaching
the Salafi doctrine. Their writings became essential references in educational
curricula.

* Sciences such as philosophy and theology were excluded due to their conflict
with Salafi doctrine.

* The educational system in the First Saudi State was limited to two basic stages:
initial education in the kuttab, which aimed to eradicate illiteracy and teach the
Qur'an and the basics of reading and writing. Advanced education, which took
place in mosques and the homes of scholars, focused on Islamic studies and the
Arabic language.

» Learning methods varied between rote learning and memorization in the initial
stage, and debate and lectures in the advanced stage.

* Funding for education relied on diverse resources such as the public treasury,
endowments, and private donations, reflecting the flexibility of the system.
Keywords: intellectual foundations, organizational structure, educational system,
first Saudi state
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