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Barriers to the application of digital leadership in the
General Administration of Education in Riyadh and ways
to overcome them.
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Abstract

The research aimed to identify the obstacles to implementing digital
leadership from the perspective of (337) educational leaders in the General
Administration of Education in Riyadh region (from a study population of
2160 leaders), and to explore proposed ways to develop their practices in
digital leadership. The research employed the descriptive survey method,
and data were collected using a 54-item questionnaire. The results showed
that participants' assessments indicated a high level of obstacles in general,
specifically in administrative/organizational obstacles, technical/material
obstacles, and technological obstacles, while human obstacles were at a
moderate level. The findings also revealed statistically significant
differences in perceptions of digital leadership implementation obstacles
based on gender (in favor of males), educational qualification (in favor of
bachelor's degree holders), and training course attendance (in favor of those
who did not attend courses). The results showed no statistically significant
differences in perceptions of proposed ways to implement digital leadership
based on the same variables. Based on the findings, the research
recommends the following: 1) developing educational leadership selection
criteria to include digital competencies, 2) providing focused training
programs on digital leadership, 3) investing in developing Arabized
software to suit the local context, 4) enhancing information security and data
protection.

Keywords: Digital Leadership, Educational Leadership, General
Administration of Education, Human Barriers, Technical Barriers.
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