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Abstract

The aim of the research was to identify the effectiveness of using the inter-
approach in teaching social studies to develop deep understanding skills and
attitudes towards the subject among middle school students. To achieve this, the
researchers prepared a list of deep understanding skills among middle school
students, a teacher's guide explaining how to use the inter-approach to develop
deep understanding skills and attitudes towards the subject, an activity booklet for
the student to implement the activities of the teacher's guide for using the inter-
approach, a deep understanding skills test, and a scale of attitudes towards social
studies. After applying the research tools, the results revealed a statistically
significant difference at the level of (0.01) between the average scores of students
in the experimental group with the two pre- and post-applications of the deep
understanding skills test as a whole and each skill separately in favor of students in
the post-application, and a statistically significant difference at the level of (0.01)
between the average scores of students in the experimental and control groups in
the post-application of the deep understanding skills test as a whole and each skill
separately in favor of students in the experimental group, and a statistically
significant difference at the level of (0.01) between the average scores of students
in the experimental group with the two pre- and post-applications of the scale of
attitudes towards social studies in favor of students in the post-application. A
statistically significant difference at the level of (0.01) between the average scores
of the students of the experimental and control groups in the post-application of the
social studies attitude scale in favor of the students of the experimental group.
There was also a statistically significant effective effect of using the inter-approach
in developing deep understanding skills among middle school students. There was
also a statistically significant effective effect of using the inter-approach in
developing the attitude toward social studies among middle school students. A
statistically significant positive correlation was found at the level of (0.01) between
the scores of the students of the experimental group in the deep understanding
skills test and their scores in the social studies attitude scale in the post-application.
This indicates the effectiveness of teaching using the inter-approach among these
students. In light of its results, this research recommended the necessity of
developing social studies curricula according to the inter-approach and activating it
in teaching, with attention to developing deep understanding skills in social studies
during teaching for middle school students, which helps develop the attitude
toward it among these students.

Key words: Interdisciplinary Approach — Deep Understanding Skill - attitudes
towards the subject.
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